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MANUSCRIPTS, MEMOIRS & MOVIES 
   
 

Authors Ayn & Samuel W. Gailey will co-host a lively discussion about their 

journey writing novels & memoirs, and the book-to-film process. 

  

Sam’s second novel, The Guilt We Carry, was released January 

2019. New York Journal of Books calls it the “Breaking Bad of 

the Book World” and critics compare his writing to Cormack 

McCarthy.  

 

Ayn’s first book is currently being produced as a feature film 

entitled “A Nice Girl Like You,” staring Lucy Hale (Pretty Little Liars) and Jackie Cruz 

(Orange Is The New Black).  

 

Together they helped write the recent NY Times bestselling memoirs House of 

Nails.    

 

They give back to the Orcas Island community thru, Novel Lab Kids, a free weekly 

writing workshop for kids from all island schools. 

  

E A R L Y  R E V I E W S  O F  T H E  G U I L T  W E  C A R R Y  

“[With] a Cormac McCarthyan pair of bad guys...Fans of country noir will be right 

at home as Gailey (Deep Winter, 2014) builds the grit-soaked suspense. 

— Booklist 

“[A] gripping tale of redemption...Gailey does a superior job of making his flawed 

lead [character] sympathetic. 



— Publishers Weekly 

“...A roller coaster ride...the ‘Breaking Bad’ of the book world... 

— New York Journal of Books 

“An extraordinary thriller...subtly complicated...a tense, scintillating read that is 

also human and ultimately satisfying as the book hurtles toward its unexpected but 

well-earned conclusion. 

— Bruce Holbert, author of 'The Hour of Lead' and 'Whiskey' 

“...Gailey has delivered one of my favorite characters in recent memory...tragic, 

flawed, beaten down, but tough enough and resilient enough to survive. A non-stop 

burner of a novel. 

— Willy Vlautin, author of 'Motel Life,' 'Don’t Skip Out on Me' 

“THE GUILT WE CARRY is heartbreaking, hopeful and touching...Gailey 

lyrically weaves a story of loss and guilt into one of redemption. Never has misery 

been so elegantly written. 

— Matt Coyle, author of The Rick Cahill Series 
 



Clyde Ford 
Let’s Talk about Race 

February 27 @ 6pm 

Racism thrives in silence. It’s when we stop talking to one 
another about our beliefs that prejudices go unchallenged, and the gap between 
us widens. 
 
Yet race is one of the most difficult topics to discuss in American society. If we are 
to heal many of our country’s social, economic, and political divides, we can’t 
afford to avoid the conversation. 
 
With warmth and openness, renowned author and professor Clyde Ford leads a 
discussion on race in modern-day America with a heavy emphasis on audience 
participation. Meant for people of all races, participants will come away with tools 
for engaging in conversations about race in an honest, transparent, and 
meaningful way. Though ambitious, this talk aims to make a difference in bridging 
and healing the racial divide. 
 
Ford was an instructor at Western Washington University where he taught “The 
Introduction to the African American Experience.” His books include We CAN All 
Get Along: 50 Steps You Can Take To Help End Racism and The Long Mile, for 
which he received the Zora Neale Hurston/Richard Wright Award. Ford was a 
featured guest on the Oprah Winfrey Show, where he discussed practical steps 
people can take to help end racism. 
 
Supported by a grant from  

https://www.humanities.org/



